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It’s been a peculiar and busy first year in my new capacity as Chairman of the OWSRC. Ross, my predecessor, must have intuited what was to come when he stepped down at the end of 2019.
The year started inconspicuously enough. The Priory squash team continued their rich run of form in the South East Kent League, and our members played and socialised in a way which now seems nostalgic. 
Covid rather upended things, including our traditional calendar: lockdown and the subsequent government measures prevented us from running our annual handicap tournament and our internal box and external Priory league have been temporarily abandoned. Squash and racketball as we all know it, ended in March.
However, in the absence of normality, progress has still been made toward the development of our club and in more positive news, we were rewarded a grant from Sport England in July, which covered our lockdown revenue losses, and have since invested in springy new Junkers flooring and an innovative new underfloor heating system on both our courts. This should address some of the issues we have faced in the past and give us a USP that most other clubs in our area cannot match. It will also mean our members can play comfortably in their shorts throughout the winter and without breathing out a cloud of condensation as they exhale!
Assuming the Pfizer vaccine is widely distributed in early 2021, we intend to go on a recruitment drive for new members to help the club grow further and make it more competitive once play returns to normal. We will create a new Facebook page for our sports section and hope to get some coaching going again when we can.
Next year we will also resume our annual court maintenance and plan to move to a contactless light-meter payment system in the Spring.
From my end, I would like to thank all our members for their patience and continued support over the past year, and also mention the tireless work of our committee members, who have volunteered a lot of time and energy over the past few months. A special mention to Anton in this respect, who has gone above and beyond the call of duty on numerous occasions. Thanks mate!
Before the most recent lockdown we noticed a large uptick in daytime play – which we suspect might be a result of people working from home – so this may be an area of growth for the club going forward, as remote working becomes the norm. 
I am sure that early next year we will return to business as usual and I, like the rest of you no doubt, look forward to getting back on court again.
Cheers all,
Nick

